Dear Parent/Guardian:
¡Bienvenidos and welcome to Spanish at Athens Drive High School!  I am very excited to have the opportunity to work with you and your student this year.  Spanish is a very exciting language that opens many doors for your student.  Learning any foreign language can be a challenge, so it is imperative that your student spend some time each night practicing speaking, reading, writing, and listening to Spanish.  This can be easily done at home with simple conversations, watching a Spanish news channel, reading a Spanish newspaper online, or even using the course’s online text book (www.pearsonsuccessnet.com).  You could even ask him or her to “teach you” what he or she is doing in class at the time.  Each of these activities will help guide your student to a successful semester.

However, if your student begins to struggle, there are many opportunities that he or she can receive extra help.  This year Athens Drive will implement SMART (Students Maximizing Achievement with Resources and Time) Lunch, which will be an opportunity for students to get extra help in their classes.  Students may be assigned to Mandatory Guided Study if their performance in my class indicates that they will benefit from this intervention.  I will notify students when they are assigned to Mandatory Guided Study, and I will monitor students' progress in the class to determine when they come out of Mandatory Guided Study.  In addition SMART Lunch will provide opportunities for open tutorial sessions on designated days. There is a complete explanation of SMART Lunch and a schedule for Mandatory Guided Study and Tutorials on the Athens Drive web site at www.athensdrive.com.
If you would like to know more about what is required of your student in Spanish, you may view the Second Languages Standard Course of Study at http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/secondlanguages/scos/2004/31level1 (for level 1)  and
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/secondlanguages/scos/2004/32level2 (for level 2).  

If you have any further questions you can reference my course syllabus that was sent home on the first day of school.  This information will be placed on my webpage along with other vital course information.  I will provide that address as soon as I have it up and running.  

Please feel free to contact me at wcrain@wcpss.net or 919-233-4083 if you have any further questions!

Thank you,

Señor W. Joe Crain
